	[image: image1.jpg]



	LaSalle Public Library
www.lasalle.lib.il.us

	305 Marquette Street ( LaSalle, Illinois 61301 ( Phone (815) 223-2341 ( Fax (815) 223-2353

	Hours:  Mo. & We. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  (  Tu & Th 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  (  Fri & Sa 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.


8/10/15

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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“Freedom Rides” Program at the LaSalle Public Library
On Tuesday, August 18th at 6:00 p.m., James Wolfinger will present “Freedom Rides,” a program detailing the history and impact of the 1961 “Freedom Riders.”  In the early 1960s, groups of non-violent protesters demonstrated against racial discrimination in the US Southern states.  In large measure, they were volunteers from the north who, in 1961, began chartering buses and riding through the Southern states to challenge the segregation laws.  Their actions pressured the federal government to finally end segregation in interstate bus and train travel and set the stage for the protest strategies that African-Americans employed in the future. 
James Wolfinger holds a joint appointment in History and Education at DePaul University where he is an Associate Professor and also Associate Dean for Curriculum and Programs in the College of Education.  Wolfinger is the author of Philadelphia Divided: Race and Politics in the City of Brotherly Love, as well as numerous articles and reviews that have appeared in peer reviewed journals.
This program is free and open to the public, and is made possible through funding from the Alwin C. Carus Trust.  The Library is located at 305 Marquette Street, LaSalle, Illinois, and is Americans with Disabilities compliancy and welcoming.  If you wish to attend the event and have special needs because of a disability, please contact Donna Blomquist at 815-223-2341 to discuss arrangements.
