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Pluto ETA:  July 14, 2015…Be Ready!

After 9 years and 7 months since its launch from Cape Canaveral in January, 2006, the New Horizons Spacecraft will make a close fly-by of Pluto this July 14th.  Get ready for this historic event with NASA Solar System Ambassador, James Joel Knapper, when he previews the New Horizons mission to Pluto in an exciting presentation, on June 4th, at 6:00 p.m. at the LaSalle Public Library.  Ever since Illinoisan, Clyde Tombaugh discovered Pluto in 1930, mankind has wondered what this strange mystery object was really like.  For the first time in history, a spacecraft will pass within 6,000 miles of Pluto and will give us our first close look at this distant place.  Joel will discuss the facts surrounding Pluto’s discovery, its demotion to a dwarf planet status, what we currently know about this very remote Solar System neighbor, and what we expect to learn in the five months 
of the New Horizons mission at Pluto.

A dedicated and active NASA Solar System Ambassador, James Joel Knapper has been hooked on NASA and space exploration since the seventh grade.  Joel earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree in English Education from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale.  Through the years, Joel has never lost his interest in the space program.  Joel is an active member and officer of the local amateur astronomy group, the Kankakee Area Stargazers, where he presents 
monthly updates on NASA programs.

This program is free and open to the public.  The LaSalle Public Library is located at 305 Marquette Street, LaSalle, IL and is Americans with Disabilities Act compliant and welcoming.  If you wish to attend the event and have special needs because of a disability, please contact Donna Blomquist 
at 815-223-2341 to discuss arrangements.

Thursday, June 4th, 6:00 p.m.
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