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“The Voice of One Speaking for Many: Mother Jones Labor Leader and Activist” at LaSalle Library.

On Tuesday, May 3rd, at 6:00 p.m. the LaSalle Public Library will host Author and Scholar, Simon Cordery and his program about the life and work of activist Labor leader, Mother Jones.  Called "the most dangerous woman in America," the Irish-American labor leader Mary Harris "Mother" Jones inspired working people to fight for better wages, safer working conditions, and a fair share of the wealth they created.  She made herself into a national figure by speaking out, using her voice to fight for the right of working Americans.  She stood up to mine guards and federal troops to proclaim the doctrine of labor:  that the wealth of the nation should go to those who produce it.  She was threatened, court martialed, and deported for opposing low wages and dangerous working conditions.  

Mother Jones violated the behavioral norms for women in the early 20th century by swearing, drinking alcohol in public, traveling alone, speaking her mind, and standing up to men.  She spent sleepless nights on cold floors and faced down gunmen hired by coal companies to “protect” their property.  She walked through pouring rain and icy blizzards to meet with “my boys.”  And she did it all in her 70s and 80s.

Simon Cordery is chair of the History Department at Western Illinois University, arriving in 2012 after teaching at Monmouth College for 18 years.  The author of Mother Jones:  Raising Cain and Consciousness (University of New Mexico Press, 2010), he teaches courses in both world and labor history.  He is also the author of The Iron Road in the Prairie State:  The Story of Illinois Railroading (Indiana University Press, 2016).

This is a free program, open to the public.  The LaSalle Public Library is located at 305 Marquette, LaSalle, IL, and is Americans with Disabilities Act compliant and welcoming.  For more information, please call the Library at 815-223-2341.
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